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Tango por la Cabeza  

Composed by Carlos Gardel 
Arranged by I an Shepherd 

 
2 :30 Minutes 

 
4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
3 Trombones 
1 Euphon ium  

1 Tuba  
1 Snare Drum doubl ing Tr i angle  

 
Add it ional opt ional percuss ion parts for  

T impan i ,  Tr i angle and V ibraphone 
 

 
Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 

and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 
 

If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 
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Programme Notes 

Carlos Gardel wrote “Por una Cabeza” in 1935 with lyrics by Alfredo Le Pera. The name is a Spanish 
horseracing phrase meaning "by a head", which refers to a horse winning a race by the length of one head. The 
lyrics speak of a compulsive horse-racing gambler who compares his addiction for horses with his attraction 
to women. Tango orchestras through out South America regularly perform the song. Il Divo, Andrea Bocelli, 
has covered it and John Williams adapted the work for solo violin, which was recorded with Itzhak Perlman 
playing the solo part for an album called "Cinema Serenade”. Scenes featuring this song can be found in the 
films True Lies, Schindler's list and Scent of a Woman. President Barack Obama and his First Lady danced to 

the tune during a state visit to Buenos Aires, Argentina in March 2016. Carlos Gardel was born Charles 
Romuald Gardès in Toulouse, France in December 1890 and is described as a French Argentine singer, 
songwriter, composer and actor, and was the most prominent figure in the history of tango. Gardel's 

baritone voice and the dramatic phrasing of his lyrics made miniature masterpieces of his hundreds of three-
minute tango recordings. Together with lyricist and long-time collaborator Alfredo Le Pera, Gardel wrote 
several classic tangos. Both Gardel and Le Pera died in an airplane crash in Colombia in June 1935. After his 
death in an aeroplane crash at the height of his career he became a tragic hero mourned across the whole of 
Latin America. For many, Gardel embodied the very soul of the tango style and was commonly referred to as 
"The King of Tango”. Gardel began his singing career in bars and at private clubs. He went on tour through 

Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Brazil, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Colombia, as well as making appearances in Paris, 
New York, Barcelona and Madrid. He sold 70,000 records in the first three months of a 1928 visit to Paris. 
As his popularity grew, he made a number of films for Paramount in France and the U.S. While sentimental 
films such as Cuesta abajo (1934) and El día que me quieras (1935) lack lasting dramatic value, they were 

outstanding showcases of his tremendous singing talents and movie star looks. When news of his untimely 
death surfaced, millions of Gardel's fans throughout Latin America went into mourning. Hordes came to pay 
their respects as his body was taken from Colombia through New York City and Rio de Janeiro. Gardel's 

legacy is intimately tied with the tango. For his tango singing, Gardel is still revered from Tokyo to Buenos 
Aires, a popular saying in Argentina, which serves as a testimony to his long-lived popularity, claiming also 
that "Gardel sings better every day." In March 2011, the United States Postal Service issued a set of five 

"Latin Music Legends" stamps including one picturing Carlos Gardel. 
 

Superbrass Music 
Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions and 

arrangements for brass and percussion. 
Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 
A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 
 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at info@superbrass.co.uk 
 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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